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CREDITOR V8. DEBTOR.

This Suhject Is s Little Throndlnre, But It'a
Serlons,
Commundoated,

“Ys friends of truth! Ye statesmen
who survey the rich man's joys increase,
the poor's decay, 'tis for you fto judge
how wide ths limits stand befween a
splendid and a happy land.”

We have orossed the rubicon of finan-
olal legislation in this couniry, as evi-
denced by congresionsl legislation in
the destruction of silver money. The
orossing of that celebrated stream by
Caesar and his invincible army was not
more dangerous to Roman liberty than
the crossing of the financial rubicon on
the part of the allied hosta of the gold
standard men i to American liberty;
the former waas justifisd in the name and
for the benefit and happioess of the
Romsn people, yet it was the beginning
of their sorrows in whioh both liberty
and the empire iteel! was loal.

""‘L This {s only one of the muny instances

- shrough the exsrcise of arbitrary and
soifish policy where the interests and
happiness of milliona have been sacri-
fload to that monster of personal and
selflsh gresd whose sense of patriotio de-
votion to oountry and liberty haa been
almost deatroyed by the glittar of gold
and the perversion of the demagogue.

This warfare sgainst the ocinage of
silver bullion into legal tender monay by
the money changers and the oreditor
olasses should be rebuked na it was in
the daya of Christ, when he drove them
from the tample of Jernsalem, with the
esxcepiion that we must use Lhe ballot
instead of s scourge,

Disguiss it se we may, this conteat ia
to be fought ont betwesn the creditor
olasses and the usarer on ons side and
the dabtor classes and producers of
wealth on the other. As evidenoe of the
above we quots sn arlicls in the New
York Timea whioh says:

The Amerioan laboree musk make up his
mind henoeforth not o be 8o muoh belter
off than the Huropean laborer, Men musd
be oonbent to work for less wages. In thia
way the laboring man will be nearsr o that
sfation in life in whioh it has pleased God
0 call him,

The above declaration is s perysrsion
and a libel on the Declaration of Inde-
_ pendence aand, subsequently, the oonsti-

tution of the United States upon which
it was founded, That deolaration prac-
tioally oarried out and you have the law
of olasses 'established in this country.
And that, too, by the fiat and decres of
God. Isthis the kind of meat that tree-
men are to be fed with? Freemen who
have conquered the moet powarful na.
tion in Europe; developed an ampire and
a oivilizstion in the New World that is
the admirstion of mankind? But not-
withatanding these grest conquesta this
SAme PApEr BAYS:

There seems to be but one remedy and it
mush come—a ohange of ownership of the
soil and the areation of  olass of land.own.
era on the one band and of tensnt farmers
on the other—something similar to whay
has leng existed in the old countries of Eu-

rope.

It is evident to the most casual ob-
server that this polioy is belng carried
out by and through the advios of the or-
gans of the monsy power in the sast, and
their more detestible allies in the west,
through the ocontraction of the repabli.
oan party (to whom I ahall pay my re-
spects in s Iater article) and untriendly
legislation on silver.

When the government of the United
States waa orgacized, the aot cresting
the United States mint authorized the
coinage of both gold and silver at »
: .ulin of 16} o1, thuh,lsxmh.a

coined free and unlimited at the minta
of the United Ststes until 1837, when
the ratio was changed to 16 to 1, the
smount of gold in ths gold dollar being
changed. The amount of pure silver in
the silvar dollar has never been altersd
and remains to dsy the same s fized by
Alexander Hamilton, the first seoretary
of the tressury, at 87114 graina. At this
ratio gold aund silver continued to be
coined until 1873, when unknown to the
people sand to most members of the
house and senste, s bill was smuggled
through ocongress demonstizing milver.
By this treacherous snd infamoua mof,
one-half of the money of the people was
stricken out of axistence; gold was en-
hanoed in value; the holders of sll
bonds, mortgeges and other securities
were made richer and the producing
olasses were made poorsr beoause of that
unvarying principle in finance; as the
oironlsting medinm is incressed, prices
go up, and as it ia decreased, prices go
down.

In 1878 congress passad the Bland bill
which required the coinage of not less
than $2,000,000 nor more than $4,000,000
s month of silver. Unpder this law the
tressury has not coined over $2,000,000
pér month. In 1800 congress repealed
tha Bland law and snaoctad the Sherman
law. Under ths provisions of this law
tha seoretary is required to purchase
4,500,000 ounces of ailver per month; but
the coinage is left optional with the sec.
retary of the tremsury. No silver has
besn coined under this law sinoce July,
1801. The demand of the free silver
ooinage men is that silver be restored to
the same right that it had ea a money
matal from the foundation of the gov-
ernment down to 1873, and that it be
agnin coined at the minta on same terms
as gold st a ratio of 16 t0 1,

Under this centralizing influence of
the contraction of our currenoy through
the unfriendly legislation in regard to
silver money we find from ths census in
1850 the farmers of the United Siates
owned fve-aighths of the total wealth of
the country. In 1880 = little over one-
fourth and in 1890 leea than ome-fifth,
and in the census bureau at Washington
are flled 9,000,000 mortgsges on real es-
tats mlone, In this state we have a
mortgage indebledness of nsarly $250,-
000,000; in Illinois nearly 2400,000,000,
and in Pennsylvania #600,000,000, Thirsy-
two per cent. of the farmers ars tenante,
and among farm-owning familiss 30 per
osnt, have mortgaged indebtedness, and
01 per cent. uf the familiss of the coun-
try own only 20 per cent. of the wealth
of the country, while © par cent, of the
woalthier olass own 71 per cent. of the
wealth of toe counfry. Are nol these
statements conclusive svidence that the
policy the New York Times advocstes is
being tfulfilled beyond the most san-
guine expectations of the plutoorssy of
this country?

But lst va inquire further in regard to
this oolrage and orime against the
liberty, homes and oivilization of this
ocountry. Take the New York Tribune's
list of 4,(M7 millionaires who have plun-
dered the peopls for twanty years undar
the forms of law and we find they have
an avernge of $3,000,000 sach or $12,000,-
000,000, or 2) per espt. of the wealth of
the nation,

These resulls seem almoal incredible
that something over 4,000 tamilies in a
fres country, where all are supposed to
have an equal phance, should possesa as
much wealth as the remaining 12,000,000
familes; and yet such ia the offioial
record of our counkry, and we may well
exolaim with Goldamith:

“111 fares land to hasteningills a
Whare ih scoum anil men
Frinces and lords may OF may Mc.

.\bmﬂéh may make them as & breath has

made;
But a brave ride

When onee destroyed can never be suppiied.”
Hare on the sun-kissed prairies of Kan-
sna, this young snd vigoroua giant of the
west, almost an empire within itsslf—
richer in productivensss than the valley
of the Nile; with peopls unsurpassed for
intslligence, entarprise and indusiry;
where we can produce more wealth in
ons year from the farms alons than has
been produced from all the gold
and silver minss in the United States
for the sama time; here, with these
qualifications and conditions the farm-
ers should be the princes of this land.
We belisve in the soversignity of the
farm. The tidee of fortune ebb and flow
upon ita soil, It wae born with God
and ita loving arme oarry the blessed-
ness of this world. The farm is the out-
Iet of nature’s genasrosity and the sillar
of the soil is a partner with the uni-
varss, It has been the mother of
empirea snd the birth-place of intel-
lectusl kings; and yet thsy arse oon-
fronted with the derisive nama of “hay-
seads” by an oligarchy of privileged
classes created mnd mmde possible by
special legielation and from whom
thess same classsa have appropriated
through the forms of law and otharwise,
hundreds of millions of dollare, until
now we are confronted with a laad of
mortgaged homes, prostrate industries,
blasted hopes and ruined lives, Is thia
the road we should travel as a nation to
atiain to the ultimate destiny that oor
fathers, around the oampfires of the rav-
olution, fondly snticipated? We bear
the responsibilities which they have
given va. In this day of our country's
paril let us be chisfiains and aot from
inflosnces of reason snd patriotiam
rabher than from the heartless instinots
of prejudics. With our sysa upon the
fing, with hearta bealing in unison for
the welfare of the people from ocean to
ocsan, lot every vote we cast be the
incarnation of an idea; the outline of the
blessad hope and astruggling humanity,
8 golden promise of that beiter time
coming. W. H, Tooraakzn,

Government Banking—Reply-

Ebprror Aovooars:—In your issue of
March 14, 8 writer who signs himself
“Populist” offers some slight oriticism
on a previously published article by the
undersigned. While I would rather that
he had not hidden behind & nom da pluma
and forgotten to mention the region he
inhsbits, yet I am glad he called atten-
tion to a clsuse which, as written, ia cer-
tainly open to criticism, The govern-
ment banking bill refsrred to provides
that svery county seat in the United
Statea sball have a government bank
wpon complying with cartain conditions,
and in like manner every ocity, not &
county seat, may seoure & government
bank if such city haa more than 10,000
inhabitants. Cartainly, Brother Popu-
list, the “poorly settled portions of our
country are sa much entitlad to the
convenisnces for carrying on bumness as
the more sattled parts.” I will add that
they are better entitled to such facilities
beoause they nsed them so badly, I will
not subsoribe to the dootrine of giving to
him that hath aad taking away from
him that hath not That is too repub-
lioan-democratic,
Yes, there ought to be educational
qualifications for cashisr, but that was
overlooked in our bill. Asto the danger
that unsuitable men will be elscted, all
will sdmit that it exista. Yet if someons
is to sppoint these officers, we mest a
worse danger. A knave with the ap-
pointive power will appoiot & host of

eomanry their counsries

with their own.” In thelsngusge of the
same poel, John Boyle O'Rsilly, when
will we “laarn to trust the many, not the
fow?" It waa the theory of Hamilton
and the arisfooratic federalists of the
sarly days of our government that the
masses oannot be trusted. Are we still
groping in that darknesa? Is not the
People's party a living embodiment of
the pringiple that every man ahall think
for himsalt instead of depanding upon
the bissed brains of “lucre lords and
hierarchs of frade!”

The quoted banking bill provides that
no bank officer shall give boad for faith-
ful performance of his duties. If heis
dishonsst the community which slected
him suffers the loss, This will make
people careful to chooss honest men.
Thers are no unfortunate bondsmen to
fall upon in casea of embezzlement, ato.
The national banking officers are to be
elected by the antire nabion, the stale
officers, including e bank president, bank
cashier and sssistant osshier, by the
state and county, or city eashiers by the
county or city interested.

A “postal savings bank and loan bill,”
formulated by s Chicsgo paper, The
Farm, Field and Stockman, has been
widely circulsted. It has besn the ourse
of almost every good messurs snacted by
8 legislative body in recent years to
bave attached to it some clause, or to
kave within it some provision, which
does more harm than the reat of The bill
does good. “Killed in the houss of its
friends” may be writfen on too many
Iawa.

Here are the objections to that bill:
(1) 1t sdds to the duties of postmas-
ters, of money-order offices, and they
slready have enough to do in gensral for
tha pay that they receive. (2) It unites
two kinds of business that have no es-
sential bond of unity, namely: Postal
and financial. (3) Anyone msy deposit
monsy in thess banks, and millions now
losned in esstern states st low rates of
intarest would draw 3 per oent. yearly in
the postal savings banks, (4) The gov-
srnment shonld not emcourage anyone
to “lis supinely upon his back” and live
opon interest levied on productive ia-
dustry. On the oontrary, ita object
should be to get everyone to invest his
money in entarprises that give smploy-
went to labor, (5) Losns are to bs made
on real estate only. 'This ia class legisla-
tion in favor of land owners. (6) No
loan iz to be for less than §250, Men
often want to borrow a much smaller
sum and no good reason can be given
why the man wanting $25 should not be
scocommodated as readily ns the ome
wanting $250.

Our party ehould call for government
banking that is invulnerable at every
one of these points. Give us & clean,
honest system, wholly in the hands of
the people, operated by them and for
them. Ounr money is controlled by a
priviloged fow. It must not be said of
us than we support such discrimination,
With hulp}m hands they watched the error

I‘ride on lﬁe top and fmpotence balow ;
Indulgent bankers, priv Td and strong,
A haughty crew to whom all rights'belong;
%n o;a?lrchn alrmgnnt thf ﬂ:l:;]t; lmpure,
@ rich conspirators againg o poor;
The farmer ugrnod tho artlean desplaad,
The all-supporting workers lowest prised.

J. C. Reepextaar, Ju.

You ought to read the new book “The
Doge and the Fleas." See premium list,

Apply st onoe to the Apvocare for
speoial club terma.
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